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OUT OF THE ARCHIVES 

The "article" below is the fifth installment of "Out of the Archives'" longest strategy 
and tactics reprint series to date, a seven-part series comprising Iarry Peery's book, Diplo- 
"cv~I ntroduc£on to the Strategy * and Tactics of Diplomacy . The book is broken down into 
Svfn clapTerTTTHe-or^acTrrfe^virT^r powers in Diplomacy. This issue features 

Chapter 5 on Italy. 

DIPLOMACY INTRODUCTION TO THE STRATEGY & TACTICS OF DIPU)MACY 

ty Larry Peery 

Chapter 5i Italy 

It is no secret that Italy is the most unpopular country with Diplomacy players and 
that they feel it has the least chance of winning of any of the countries This is not par- 
ticularly surprising considering Italy's unfavorable position in relation to her neighbors, 
her chanLs^f gaining unoccupied supply centers, and her available alliance P°^ial What 
is surprising is that of the various completed games that have been won ty country two or 
morelaVe befn won by Italy, and both when played *y the same Person- This is perhaps less 
of an indication of Italy's victory possibilities than a tribute to the playing ability of 

J ° hn Sn A! he IcqulsitiIn of Unoccupied Supply Centers , Italy is one of the poorest countries 
when it comes to divictoi up the twelve unoccupied supply centers available at the start of 
the game. ATxmt all Italy can take is Tunis, and perhaps Greece in the second year with 
Turkish help. Normal Italian opening moves follow one of two courses depending on whether 
she intends to fight France or Austria. These opening moves will be discussed under alli- 

anC6S * B Alliances. Because of her position between France and Austria, Italy has only 
these two first tier states as neighbors. This severely limits her ability to conduct nego- 
tiations with them and her chances of finding allies. Because France and Austria are separ- 
ated by Germany and Switzerland, Italy has no hope in uniting with one of her neighbors 
against the other, as most countries can do if they wish. Instead, Italy is so situated 
ttat she can to attacked * *>th countries in unison on separate ^J^S^^^^^ 
with one of them, or at least obtains a non-aggression pact. It is vital for Italy s survival 
that she reach an agreement with one or the other and prepare to fight the remaining power, 
preferably with assistance from a second tier state. , ^ „ , * n 

1 With England and/or Germany Against France . An alliance with England or Ger- 
many is usuaily-beHef icial t^TUly and more-icTf it comes after she has united with Turkey 
^Russia to crush Austria and has thus acquired several additional units to devot e toj he 
attack on France. As jart of her opening moves, Italy may move to a direct attack on .ranee. 
(Spring 1901) A Venice-Piedmont, A Rome-Tuscany, F Naples-Tyrrhenian, (Fall 1901) A Fiedmont- 
Karsellles, A Tuscany-Piedmont, F Tyrrhenian-Gulf } or, she my move more indi rectly but 
ensuring herself of one build in 1901 (Tunis) by moving (Spring 1901) F Naples-Ionian, A 
Venice-Piedmont, A Rome-Tuscany, (Fall 1901) F Ionian-Tunis, A Piedmont-Marseilles , A Tuscany- 
Piedmont. With her build of another fleet, Italy can then press ahead. If France has moved 
Marseilles-Piedmont in the Spring of 1901, and thus stopped Italy from moving in, she may 
have to occupy it in the Fall (Venice-Piedmont, Tuscany-S- Venice-Piedmont) or, if she is 
clever she will allow France to move into Piedmont in the Spring and then blow him out in 
the Fall. This stops France from gaining a build for Spain and also stops him from building 
in Marseilles in the Winter, 
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the spoils of an attack on ftance. three-way assault on France than to be 

?S^11S.1o^S?^S.^3SS asTresuTt Tan Italian decision or ^e France 
nat her w north anfeast blocked by either England or Germany and thus must turn 

souih to ^pand Afia inst Austria . Italy's main alternative to 

2. Uith ±H^|222/°E tTXuitr" llT^i s~is""uiually more likely since Austria is 
attacking France is to engage with Austria, inxe i» u» uvanno 

and greater in scope. In fighting Austria, ^ "* L nira „ s If Turkey is Italy's ally, 

Turkfy and Russia are eager to secure a foothold in iheBalkanB. If Turkey is y ^y, 

there is a chance ^"^f^^So^ ^ Russia u^^nia to attack . 

LSa nS ftlV-d l^tl^^lt lustrum occupying Greece in the first year, 
however ^hich i^-^g^',, Austria are, (Spring I**) ' *»• 

A Bo,e.«L, A Ve^eiliajor ^t-fe.J^^'.rSr^t.^.SS^, 

yeaIS " Italy's traditional gains against Austria are Trieste, Vienna, and sometimes Greece 
additional AgalnS t Turkey. There exists in the minds of several advanced 

ass ^3^f^ss^xpi s "~rr 

exposed southern flanks has a variety of possibilities , particularly 11 
a war with Russia, 

°- fwX^nc e^haye already stated that Italy, if it is to fight Austria must 

Tyrolia, the Adriatic, and the Ionian Sea. Austr ian-French attack, must be able to 

D. Defensive Game. ^^tTlStS SSance agaiAst her by negotia- 



Austria from the rear. Xn *e de ? „ S ^f Ita^ ^^f^Zl ^^i—. 
Among these provinces are Pieto °£- 1 ^£*' h ™ring provinces, is essential to Italy's 
either through occupation or control of ^JSf fL. advancing into Italy, and in the hands 
successful defense. Piedmont tlo f ^teliaTfleets in the Gulf or Tyrrhenian. Facing the 
of a fleet can te a useful support ^lnst Austrian forces in Tyrolia. Tryolia, 

other way, Piedmont can to used to support Vc«lce»ga Austriai ^^,1 0 f this province 
though part of Austria, is as to M Venice or Trieste. To control 

eitnfr country provides an almost unbeatable lock on *™ ^ to Italy< ^ third key 

it, or to prevent others from con ^ oU ^ r ,^. h ^ lea Passage through the central Mediter- 
province for Italy is the Ionian Sea and 1 *»*?™££ e L££ and through it passes a key defen- 
Snean. This area divides the f™^"°Ct any powerfrom passing through. 
SI 6 Ionian iT^l T> 1^^^^ prints Turkey from ending 

^oT^^E^ which if ^^TltT^ S^^lS 
some moves suggested by the arrangement of the P™£™ e * ^ piedmont and then erect a 
E. S^^^-S^ f^Ther gained supply center, Tunis) through 

conjunction with Trieste to throw ^^^f^^fsea to threaten Naples or Tunis. 

SmeTntoT^,:: f^^^^^T ^ —T - ever in a 
position to fight any power on a one-to-one att empting to shove an army out 

Normally, an offensive game for I ^^» n ^"™ £ **nvo? he t other army into some 
through either Piedmont or Venice ^d ™ her fleet *^onvoy ^ ^ f ^ ^ ^ 

point from which it can support her firs * ^ • A *™ * ^ me . 

Tfreedom of motility and maneuver that she lacks in the gx | ^ ^ ghe 

F. Waiting Game. Italy cannot f^^V^^^ joln together to attack her. 
wal ts, the lorTTikelihood there is that her ne ^£Xg attact on one of her neigh- 
Only in a firm non-aggression ^^ a ^ e s«th shf wilAeed to protect her middle 
, tors can Italy make progress and build up tne btiwhs 
board position in the end game. 
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